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SHIPWRECKS EV QUEENSLAND 
AND ADJACENT WATERS 
[By A. J. PIXLEY] 
(Read to a meeting of The Society on 28 May 1970) 
ABOUT fourteen years ago, while perusing a list of some of the shipwrecks which occurred in Austrafian waters, 
I noticed that of the few mentioned as having occurred 
in Queensland waters, some certainly seemed incorrectly 
published. This prompted research to ascertain just what 
had happened. 
This research was so absorbing that it became full scale. 
All this involved searching for records in various Govern-
ment departments, the Maritime Services Board of New 
South Wales Library, Shipping Registers, Shipping 
Gazettes, Libraries, sundry newspapers, and any other 
sources where official or semi-ofiicial information could be 
gleaned. 
The result of this research was intended to take the form 
of a record of shipwrecks which had occurred on or 
adjacent to our coastline. However, it soon became evident 
that, to make this record truly representative of our Queens-
land maritime history of shipwrecks, it would be necessary 
for good reasons, to include the adjacent seas encompassed 
by, and including, the south coast of New Guinea, the 
Solomon Islands, the New Hebrides, New Caledonia and 
south to a latitude including the Tweed River Bar. 
If the area east of the outer edge of the Barrier Reef 
was excluded, such events as the loss of the Porpoise and 
Cato would be excluded, together with six other early 
wrecks, all on Wreck Reef. The Chesterfield Reefs, a one-
time whaling station, the scene of some nine early wrecks, 
including the Prince of Denmark, a whaling schooner, would 
have been excluded. You will remember it was the crew 
of the Prince of Denmark who constructed the Hamlet's 
Ghost in which vessel they sailed to safety. 
There is an interesting sequel to the story of the Hamlet's 
Ghost published in the Courier of February 16 1866. The 
article is long but an extract reads: "Yesterday afternoon 
a fine schooner yacht was launched from the building yard 
of Mr. E. Monk of South Brisbane for the Hon. G. Harris. 
152 
The vessel in question is an old friend of ours known as 
Hamlet's Ghost." 
The period this record covers dates from 1791 to the 
end of 1914. During this time, some 690 wrecks have 
been indexed. This excludes the destruction of the pearling 
fleet of 120 vessels during the hurricane of March 1899. 
The detaUs of this particular disaster were published in the 
Votes and Proceedings of Parliament. 
Of the 690 wrecks recorded, the information has been 
derived mairUy from official sources and others authentic 
enough to wartant their inclusion. Nevertheless some of 
the official records are not entire. Some volumes of the 
Shipping Register kept at the Maritime Services Board 
library at Sydney are missing. The Shipping Gazette 
volumes kept at the MitcheU Library are not complete. 
However further research elsewhere has fiUed in some of 
the gaps. No doubt some wrecks have been missed through 
lack of information. 
The total figures are probably conservative, as apart from 
missing records, vessels bound overseas from Hobart, 
Sydney and Newcastle were forced to proceed via Queens-
land waters because of the prevaUing westerly winds pre-
venting the passage being uncdertaken via the Great Austra-
lian Bight. No doubt, some of these vessels were, or 
could have been lost in Queensland waters on the then 
uncharted reefs with the loss of all hands. 
COAL CARGOES AND WHALE SHIPS 
The coal trade was established during 1801, the first 
cargoes leaving Newcastle on October 4 of that year. Earl 
Cornwallis for Bengal and the Anna Josepha for the Cape 
of Good Hope. Vessels subsequently saUing with cargoes 
of coal were posted as missing, again via the outer passage 
and Torres Strait. 
Whaleships operated by the hundreds in the Pacific 
Ocean, and scores operated in the Coral Sea. Many were 
lost in our waters. Numbers of these ships were colonial 
whaleships. The Shipping Gazette of 20 July 1844 men-
tions 20 operating at sea (apart from those in port). These 
colonial vessels ranged from 192 to 368 tons and at that 
time were carrying anything up to 1000 barrels of sperm 
oU each. 
On our coastline proper, or very close to it, 179 wrecks 
have been recorded. However some of these are hulls of 
vessels which suffered disaster elsewhere. To instance 
some cases, the Selina left Brisbane during 1847 with a 
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cargo of cedar for Sydney. In the following year the huU 
was found with the masts cut away, but the cargo intact, 
in Keppel Bay. 
SHIP ON FIRE 
During 1866 the barque Loda was seen to be on fire 
some 15 miles north of Lady EUiott Island. Eventually 
the huU drifted ashore just south of Cape Capricorn. The 
St. Magnus, another barque of 289 tons, arrived off Cape 
Moreton on 17 March 1875, where she picked up a pilot. 
Continued bad weather forced her out to sea where she 
soon capsized. She was reported bottom up by the Lady 
Bowen, floating off the coast. Her hull drifted ashore near 
Inskip Point. 
The brig Kate Conley, loaded with cedar, en route to 
Sydney, disappeared during the cyclone of 8 March 1878 
somewhere south of Cairns. Some years later Robert Logan 
Jack discovered her hull at Temple Bay, miles north of 
Cairns, with her cargo of logs strewn along the shore. In 
these three cases all the crews perished. 
Unknown remains have been reported periodically. John 
Oxley's party found, during 1823, the remains of a wreck 
on Cook Island, near the Tweed Coast. Oxley considered 
that it had been there for a very long time. 
TWO MORETON ISLAND WRECKS 
Tom Welsby mentions the remains of two vessels on 
Moreton Island which have not been identified. He said 
that both showed signs of fire which suggests that they 
may have been derelicts which had drifted there. Never-
theless the aborigines were known to have set vessels on 
fire after they had been driven ashore. 
During 1854 a shipwrecked crew, proceeding down the 
coast, reported seeing the wrecks of two ships on or near 
the coast 
Probably some of these unknown wrecks drifted for long 
periods before reaching shore. During the days of saU 
derelicts were commonplace. The most interesting case of 
aU was that of a sailing ship drifting the Atlantic Ocean 
for three years before disappearing. During her drift 
numbers of vessels reported her position in different parts 
of that ocean. 
LOST PADDLE STEAMER 
About 36 missing ships have been noted. Some were 
subsequently found years later. One strange case is that of a 
paddle steamer which sank in the New Farm-Kangaroo 
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Point reach of the Brisbane River about 65 years ago. 
An old engineer friend of mine told me that this vessel, 
years previously, had disappeared one night and was never 
found. 
In recent years, I had occasion to call at the Port Office 
to see Cecil Fison about some matter not connected with 
wrecks. However, during the course of the conversation 
I happened to mention the brig Para which sank at the end 
of Ferry St., Kangaroo Point. I saw her soon after she 
sank. CecU then told me that his father, David Fison, 
received instructions to blow up the Para. When the job 
was completed, the attending vessel's winch was unable to 
raise one of the anchors. A diver was sent down to investi-
gate, and found that it had fouled in the paddle box of an 
old steamer. So one mystery was solved right on our own 
doorstep. 
Before leaving Port Office matters, an interesting fact 
relates to a steam boiler lying in the grounds of Ormiston 
House. Some years ago I made an inspection of this and 
found that it is a marine type in common use, quite smaU, 
which must have come from a small vessel. At the time I 
thought it may have belonged to the steamer Toondah, the 
remains of which ship lie on Cassim Island just off Cleveland. 
This is the ship in which Cecil Fison's grandfather surveyed 
and beaconed the channels of Moreton Bay. 
My assumption that this boiler came from the Toondah 
proved to be wrong. CecU Fison told me that the boiler 
and engine had been removed at the Port Office. How 
or why the hull finished up at Cassim Island I am unable 
to say. 
Returning to shipwrecks—while the number of ship-
wrecks mentioned is impressive, most vessels were not 
large. The greater number were schooners and ketches. 
Even the ships, barques and barquentines approximated 
300 tons. Brigs and brigantines approximated 200 tons. 
Nevertheless some merchantmen ranged up to 900 tons. It 
was not untU the 1870's that vessels reached 1000 tons. 
Some of these were of iron construction. 
THE BARQUE "DEVERON" 
Earlier I referred to some reports of wrecks which I 
doubted. After some long search, the tme accounts were 
found. The three instances are: the barque Deveron was 
reported wrecked in Moreton Bay during 1833. She did 
put into Moreton Bay to repair storm damage before pro-
ceeding south. She was lost during the same year off the 
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New South Wales coast the crew landing at Trial Bay with-
out loss of life. Originally the Deveron was a well-known 
trading brig plying between England and Tasmania. As 
with many other merchantmen of those days, they were 
converted to whalers. In the case of the Deveron she was 
converted from brig to barque rig, the latter being more 
suitable for whale fishing. 
The ship Everton was driven ashore on the inner side of 
Moreton Island near the Ship Patch. She was considered 
lost but was refloated and towed to Brisbane together with 
her cargo of railway plant from England. She traded for 
another 25 years after being reported as a wreck. 
THE "MARINA" AND "SAPPHIRE" 
The barque Marina of 529 tons was another vessel re-
ported lost on the Barrier Reef. She did strand there, but 
floated off soon after as the following record confirms. On 
23 September 1859, the ship Sapphire of 749 tons, was 
wrecked on the Barrier Reef some ten miles north of the 
spot where the Marina stranded some weeks before. Part 
of the Journal of the master of the Sapphire, published in 
the Nautical Magazine of 1860 reads: "On September 8 left 
Port Curtis on a voyage to Madras with horses, the property 
of Captaui Clone (may be Clune) of Port Curtis. AU 
went weU untU September 23 when the ship missed stays 
and struck a reef about 10 mUes north of Raine Island 
Passage, the ship becoming a wreck in a matter of muiutes. 
We found the Marina afloat in Lat. 11' 26" south by long. 
143' 31" E waterlogged, entirely abandoned. She would 
steer and saU so we navigated her back to Port Curtis 
arriving there on February 17 1860." 
The Marina later left Port Curtis in company with an-
other vessel for Sydney. When off Cape Moreton, her 
seams opened up and she started to sink. The other vessel 
took off her crew, set her afire and stood by until she sank. 
The Sydney Morning Herald of 13 March 1860 pub-
lished the foUowing: "A vessel named Cordelia was des-
patched from Port Curtis on 28 December 1859 to investi-
gate the possibility of survivors being found from the 
Sapphire. Unfortunately she was not successful. She dili-
gently searched the coast as far as Cape Upstart without 
finding the faintest clue. At Port MoUe the remains of a 
vessel were found evidently long since wrecked, also some 
coal bags. The Cordelia arrived at Moreton Bay on 10 
February 1860." 
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THOUGHT TO BE SPANISH GALLEON 
The reason why I quoted this article about the Cordelia 
is that the wreck mentioned over the years was referred to 
as a Spanish gaUeon. This wreck was originaUy discovered 
by Owen Stanley, his men being unable to draw the seine 
net. Unfortunately for legend, Stanley goes on to say that 
he later discovered the wreck was that of a merchantman 
which had struck a reef and had been beached there to 
save the cargo. 
As Spanish coins have been found in our Northern waters, 
some regard this as evidence of the visit in early days of 
Spanish ships. In point of fact, Spanish coins were issued 
as currency by English banks during 1797 for use in British 
ships. 
Cannon have been found from time to time. This is not 
surprising as many whaleships and merchantmen were 
armed with a few cannon. An early Sydney newspaper 
reported the arrival at the Heads of an armed vessel escort-
ing a prize, also armed, captured some time previously. 
While this period under review starts with the wreck of 
the Pandora during 1791, wrecks probably occurred cen-
turies before. Marco Polo, who was in China during the 
20 years from 1271 to 1292, mentions Chinese vessels with 
60 cabins to accommodate merchants trading to Arabia with 
spices and returning with pearls and other valuables. 
NORTHERN SEAS KNOWN TO CHINESE 
Northern Australia must have been well known to the 
Chinese. They are supposed to have had, and probably 
did have, a chart of this region of the Pacific by 1420. A 
log of that period refers to previous wrecks. 
Polo is considered a truthful chronicler. Credence is 
justified, especially as G. M. Trevelyan, late Regius Pro-
fessor of History, in his English Social History, has this to 
say: "When the Tudor age began in 1485 Venice stiU held 
the eastern trade between England and the eastern end 
of the Mediterranean Sea. The precious goods of the East 
Indies, still borne on camels' backs, continued, as for ages 
past, to reach the Levant overland. Thence the Venetian 
ships carried the spices to England, retuming with cargoes 
of wool to feed the looms of the Adriatic". 
I have long been aware of a legend of the North Aus-
tralian aborigines about "a caterpillar crawling over the 
ocean". This at once suggests vessels with banks of oars. 
Some years ago when reading the Royal Asiatic Journal of 
1956, I noted an article describing a sea fight off Singapore, 
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involving galleons and galleases belonging to the Portuguese 
during the 1570's. These vessels were propelled by banks 
of oars as well as sails. This article I have with me now. 
At first I thought it may have been one of these ships 
the aborigines had seen. More likely it was a Chinese oar-
propelled vessel, the type Marco Polo referred to three cen-
turies before the previously mentioned sea-fight. Therefore 
it is safe to assume that ancient wrecks of any consequence 
in this part of the world were Chinese. 
While reading about these voyages and the spice trade, 
an interesting fact emerged. The reason why the Portu-
guese rounded the Cape of Good Hope was to break into 
the spice trade. They had to take to the sea to do this 
because Europeans twice tried to invade the Levant and 
were twice repulsed. 
As this record consists of some 100 typewritten pages 
about each wreck in addition to indexing, also the number 
of wrecks occurring on specific reefs and other localities, 
plus scores of xerox copies of eyewitness accounts, official 
and semi-official documents and some photographs, I can 
only generalise in a talk of this nature as time does not 
otherwise permit. 
WRECK OF "THE PORPOISE" 
I can, however, quote a number of little known events. 
In the first place, I have often pondered why relics from 
the Porpoise or Cato have not been recorded as having 
been found. The explanation came when reading the 
Sydney Gazette of 8 July 1804. It reads: "A vessel named 
Marcia, J. Aicken master, was at Wreck Reef during May 
1804. He rescued a carronade from the wreck of the 
Porpoise to use as a substitute for an anchor as both of his 
had been lost while at anchor at the reef. He found that 
the wreck of the Porpoise had been driven into shallow 
water. He set fire to the wreck and as much iron as could 
be saved was loaded on to the Marcia. Of the Cato not a 
vestige was to be seen." 
While reading the Life of Owen Stanley, he mentions in 
his Journal two vessels lost in Queensland waters which do 
not appear to have been mentioned elsewhere. About the 
first he says: "While the Rattlesnake was in Moreton Bay, 
replenishing her stock of water, they rescued the survivors 
of the crew of a merchant ship, the Mary of Liverpool, 
which had been wrecked on a reef. These poor creatures, 
including one woman, had spent 10 days in an open boat. 
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We took them on to Sydney, arriving there on 18 January 
1848." 
Information about the other vessel reads: "Soon after 
the Britomart arrived at Port Essington, 15 survivors from 
the Montreal, a merchantman wrecked on the Barrier Reef, 
landed at Port Essington after having spent 48 days in two 
open boats". 
THE "CHARLES EATON" 
Stanley mentions another interesting event. It concerns 
the barque Charles Eaton of 313 tons, wrecked on the 
Barrier Reef during 1834. He goes on to say: "When off 
the Tanimba Island, Arafura Sea, a canoe came up astern, 
and a shrivelled-up old man came scrambling over the taffi-
rail and presented me with a neat little basket containing 
some papers which he seemed very anxious 1 should examine. 
"The basket contained several envelopes, in which were 
some scraps of paper, on which, written in pencil, was a 
rough journal of the men who left the Charles Eaton". 
Here Stanley breaks off his narrative to give an account 
of the wreck. Part of it reads: "Five seamen escaped in 
the only one of the ship's boats not lost in the storm, 
leaving the rest of the crew and passengers, amongst whom 
were two women and two small children. 
"The seamen eventuaUy reached the island of Timor Laut, 
and upon landing were instantly attacked by the natives 
who seemed, at first, inclined to kiU them, but through the 
intervention of two chiefs, Pabok and Lomba, their lives 
were spared. Finally, after more than a year of captivity, 
a Dutch trading proa rescued the men and took them to 
Amboyna. They entrusted a written record of their adven-
tures to Lomba which I now hold in my hand". 
WRECK AT JUMPIN PIN 
Some 30 years ago it was reported to me second hand, 
that long before, a fisherman had seen the burnt remains 
of a wreck on the beach of Stradbroke Island, south of 
Jumpin Pin. The fisherman concluded that the remains 
were those of a Spanish galleon, as the stern portion was 
much higher than the rest of the huU. Furthermore, being 
tree nail fastened, he concluded that this method dated the 
age of the vessel. Of course the wreck was that of a whale-
ship or merchantman. 
Thinking that tree naU fastening may have dated the 
time of construction I made some careful research. Actu-
ally, the Egyptians were using this method by 2200 B.C. 
while the modern vessel Kista Dan was, or is, so fastened. 
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A few years ago I set out from Jumpin Pin to walk 
south to see if any remains were still to be seen. Eventu-
aUy I met Tuesley who had come from the south end of the 
island. No relics were found as erosion had been so great 
that any remains would be under the sand somewhere near 
the outer line of breakers. This excepts the remains of 
the Cambus Wallace and the Scottish Prince which were 
wrecked on the then outer line of breakers. They are iron 
vessels and both have been visited in recent years by mem-
bers of the Underwater Research Group. I have some 
reports of wrecks visited by divers and their present appear-
ance after lapses of years. Here is one of those reports: 
Lost Masthead Reef July 1879, Tambaroora, 262 tons: 
During 1957 Diver Ron Isbel visited the wreck and reported 
he had explored the wreck and found that coral had en-
gulfed the huU to a depth of 6 feet. The top of the engine 
was visible at low water, outstanding about 2 feet. The 
side plates were held in the coral but aU the superstructure 
is scattered about the reef. The mdder, propeUor shaft 
and bearings are stiU connected to the engine which is a 
compound job. Forward of the engine and boiler has been 
broken up and all that remains is the forecastle head, winch 
and anchor chain. There is no sign of cargo in the wreckage 
except a couple of bags of flour. 
Grace Darling, schooner, Comboyuro, March 1894. The 
wreck of the Grace Darling, schooner, just before World 
War I was found in much deeper water than had been anti-
cipated. She had been driven on to the beach during a gale 
but erosion had caused the remains to subside at the same 
rate as the sea bottom did. A few years after they dis-
appeared. 
EROSION CAUSES DISAPPEARANCE 
Erosion has caused the disappearance of many wrecks on 
one south-east corner, and probably unknown ones as well. 
A pecuhar case is that of the schooner Salamander, built of 
iron. She was driven ashore during 1868 somewhere about 
Narrowneck. The master was unable to beat offshore so he 
decided to beach her while daylight lasted. A line was 
taken ashore and all hands were able to land safely. When 
the crew left the vessel she was standing upright in the 
sand and so far above the influence of the sea that a man 
could walk around the hull at low water. A remarkable 
feature of this wreck was that it periodically disappeared, 
to reappear after a few years, standing several feet above 
sea level. 
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Even in my time, I remember camping on Jumpin Pin 
before the sea broke through. We have been frequent 
visitors to Moreton Bay from 1897 on untU five years or so 
ago. At the south end of Moreton Island we used to visit 
the light there to see the keeper, one Cloherty. Where this 
light once stood must be a quarter of a mUe south of the 
present shore fine. Also a considerable distance has been 
eroded from the north end of Stradbroke Island. 
WRECK OF "THE SOVEREIGN" 
About 1898 or 1900 I remember a conversation between 
my father and grandfather with a well-known native woman 
then resident at Myora who remembered the wreck of the 
Sovereign during 1847. She also said that the South Pas-
sage was then so narrow that the Moreton and Stradbroke 
tribes were able to converse during stUl weather. 
Of the 26 or so vessels wrecked on the coast between 
Point Danger and Cape Moreton not a vestige of any can 
be seen today. No doubt skin divers would find the hulls 
of the Cambus Wallace and Scottish Prince still visible. 
When I was last at Point Lookout I noticed in the sand 
dunes some of the spars of the brigantine Prosperity, lost 
somewhat south of Point Lookout during 1902. Other 
wrecks on that Queensland coast were: Frederick, 1818; 
Royal Charlotte, 1825; Mermaid, 1829; Charles Eaton, 
1834; Thule, 1844; Sovereign, 1847; Selina, 1847; Swallow, 
1855; City of Melbourne, 1873; Tambaroora, 1879; Pacific, 
1903. 
SHIPS LOST BY NEGLECT 
Some vessels, of course, were lost by sheer neglect. The 
brigantine George Thornton foundered near Round Hill on 
18 December 1887. A Marine Board meeting considered 
that this vessel was overloaded for any ordinary voyage and 
that great carelessness had been shown in aUowing the 
vessel, on her previous voyage, to remain loaded at anchor 
for nearly two months with her copper two feet under water, 
a length of time quite sufficient to aUow the cobra to get 
into her topsides and possibly into her bow ports, one of 
which was leaking when she was towed to the Burnett 
Heads. The vessel had not been slipped for two years. 
The brig African Maid of 143 tons stranded near St. 
Lawrence jetty. An extract from the Votes and Proceed-
ings of Parliament reads: St. Lawrence to Mackay, crew 8, 
the Marine Board found that the vessel had been lost by 
weakness through age. 
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An issue extraordinary of the Moreton Bay Courier 
covered the wreck of the steamer Sovereign at the South 
Passage during 1847. This I read in the Queensland Par-
liamentary Library. Of course, the general outlines of the 
story are well known. What is not so weU known is that 
in a later issue the question was asked if it was true that 
the timbers were originally defective, the fastenings greatly 
weakened by repeated repairs and the number of tree nails 
and bolts used accounted for the huU breaking up before 
she grounded. Another little known fact is that the 
engines were salvaged from a wreck before being installed 
in the Sovereign. Furthermore they had been under water 
for some time before they were salvaged. 
A former engineer both of the Yongala and Grantala re-
cently told me that during the gale which caused the loss 
of the Yongala off Cape Bowling Green, the fuU sister ship 
Grantala was at anchor off that same Cape, probably north 
west of. She had both anchors down with cables fuUy ex-
tended. The force of the gale was so great that she had 
to steam ahead to maintain position. Is it any wonder that 
so many saUing vessels were lost during such gales along 
this dangerous coast of ours? 
